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This is the ultimate guide to SEO in 2019.

And let me be clear about something:

This is NOT a lame “SEO in 2019”
predictions post.

Instead, you’re going to see tested
strategies that are working right now... and

will work even better in 2019.

So if you’re looking to up your SEO game
this year, you’ll love this guide.

Let’s dive right in.
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Chapter1

RankBrain & UX Signals
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User experience signals were HUGE this
year. And | expect them to be even more
important in 2019.

In fact, Google previously announced that
RankBrain was their third most important
ranking factor:

“In the few months it has been deployed,
RankBrain has become the third-most
important signal contributing to the result
of a search query.”

The question is:

What is RankBrain, exactly? And how can
you optimize for it?

BACKLINKO.COM
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Google RankBrain: a Dead-Simple
Explanation

RankBrain is a machine learning system that helps Google sort
their search results.

That might sound complicated, but it isn’t.

RankBrain simply measures how users interact with the search
results...

...and ranks them accordingly.
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For example, let’s say you search for “cold brew coffee” in Google.

cold brew coffee § Q

All Shopping Videos Images News More Settings Tools

About 75,000,000 results (0.57 seconds)

How to Make Cold Brew Coffee - Big Batch Method | Kitchn
https://www.thekitchn.com/big-batch-cold-brew-coffee-257177 ~

= Yk ok & Rating: 3.7 - 278 reviews
h) May 1, 2018 - Instructions. Grind the coffee beans into a coarse grind. Combine the ground
i = coffee and water in the jar. Stir to incorporate. Steep the coffee overnight in the fridge.
‘“ Strain the coffee concentrate. Transfer to the cold brew to a clean jar for longer-term

storage. Make your iced coffee.

Cold-Brewed Iced Coffee Recipe - NYT Cooking
https://cooking.nytimes.com/recipes/1017355-cold-brewed-iced-coffee v

% %k % Rating: 5- 1,198 votes - 12 hr 5 min

Cold-brewed coffee is actually dirt simple to make at home using a Mason jar and a sieve
You just add water to coffee, stir, cover it and leave it out on the ...

How To Make Cold Brew Coffee | SimplyRecipes.com
https://www.simplyrecipes.com/recipes/how_to_make_cold_brew_coffee/ ¥

%k Rating: 5- 114 reviews - 12 hr 10 min

Make cold brew coffee at home! It's so easy, and your iced coffee will never taste watery
or bitter again.

Make Coffee Ice Cubes for ... - Iced Chai Latte - Homemade Ginger Ale - Sun Tea

Cold Brew Coffee (Recipe & Tips!) - Cookie and Kate
https://cookieandkate.com/2018/cold-brew-coffee-recipe/ v

%%k %k %k Rating: 5- 11 reviews - 15 min

Sep 19, 2018 - In the jar, you'll combine 3 ounces coarsely-ground coffee (that's about 3/4
cup whole coffee beans turned into 1 1/2 cups coarsely-ground coffee) with 3 cups of
water. After steeping and straining the mixture, you'll have about 2 1/2 cups of cold brew
concentrate, which is enough for 5 cups of cold brew.
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The #4 result looks especially enticing. So you quickly click on it.

And when you get there..wow! It’s the best darn article about
coffee you’ve ever read. So you devour every word.

RankBrain is going to take note...and likely give that #4 result a
rankings boost.

GO gle Cold Brew Coffee Q
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On the other hand, let’s say that you do the same search. But this
time, you click on the #1 result without even looking.

But the content is TERRIBLE. So you bounce from the page after
a few seconds.

GO gle Cold Brew Coffee Q

y :/

And you click on the #4 result to find something about coffee
that’s actually worth reading.

RankBrain will also notice this. And if enough people quickly
bounce from that result, Google will boot it from the #1 spot.
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GO gle Cold Brew Coffee Q

v

As you can see, RankBrain focuses on two things:
1. How long someone spends on your page (Dwell Time)
2. The percentage of people that click on your result (Click

Through Rate)

Let’s break each of these down.
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RankBrain and Dwell Time

Dwell Time=how long a Google searcher spends on your page.
As it turns out, RankBrain pays A LOT of attention to Dwell Time.

In fact, the head of Google Brain in Canada recently confirmed
that Google uses Dwell Time as a ranking signal.

SEARCH
EN GIN E

ABLE

Google Bing Yahoo SEO Other Search Topics More...

Home > Google News > Google SEO > Google Brain Canada: Google Search Uses Click Data For Rankings?

Google Brain Canada: Google Search Uses
Click Data For Rankings?

Sep 11, 2017 » 9:05 am | (52)
by Barry Schwartz |« n | Filed Under Google Search Engine Optimization
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He stated that RankBrain measures when:

“someone clicks on a page and stays on that page, when they go
back”

THE AVERAGE DWELL
TIME FOR A TOP 10
GOOGLE RESULT IS...

~ SEARCHMETRICS

And a recent industry study by SearchMetrics supports this
statement. They found that the average Dwell Time for a top 10
Google result is 3 minutes and 10 seconds.



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://searchengineland.com/searchmetrics-google-ranking-factors-study-says-content-gaining-links-losing-importance-265431

If you’ve spent any time digging through your Google Analytics,
you know that a 3+ minute Dwell Time is legit.

And it’s no coincidence that pages with awesome Dwell Time tend
to rank best. In fact, RankBrain is upranking these pages for that
exact reason.

This makes sense if you think about it:

If you spend a long time on a page, you probably like the content
on that page.

And if enough people feel the same way, Google will uprank that
content to make it easier to find.

If you want to improve your site’s Dwell Time, check out this video:

&

(_f‘n*#

W The SEO ranking factor you MUST master in 201 ...

SEQ RANKING fﬂ 2 2
FACTOR TO MASTER >

| IN 2018 (& 5L (OND4
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RankBrain and Organic Click Through
Rate (CTR)

Google Engineer Paul Haahr caused a stir in the SEO world when
he put up this slide at a conference:

Interpreting Live Experiments

» Both pages P, and P, answer user’s need

- For P,, answer is on the page

« For P,, answer is on the page and in the snippet
 Algorithm A puts P, before P, = user clicks on P, = “good”
+ Algorithm B puts P, before P, = no click = “bad”

« Do we really think A is better than B?

This slide basically says:

“RankBrain sometimes ranks pages higher up than they “should”
rank.

And if that page gets an above-average CTR, we use that as a sign
that the page should get a permanent rankings boost.”
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This shouldn’t come as a surprise. After all, if no one clicks on your
result, why would Google keep it on the first page?

And if your site is getting clicked on like there’s no tomorrow, why
would Google keep it buried in the #9 spot?

If you want a few simple strategies that you can use to boost CTR,
check out this infographic that | made with Larry Kim.
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It will help you create title tags and meta descriptions engineered
for clicks.

(Click Here for Full Image)

Speaking of click through rate...

BACKLINKO.COM
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Chapter 2

Become a CTR Jedi
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If you want to master SEO in 2019, you need to become a CTR
Jedi.

Yes, because of RankBrain.

But also because of:

life insurance rates

{=
Jo)

All Shopping News Books Images More Settings Tools

About 428,000,000 results (0.36 seconds)

Compare The Market™ Life Cover | Find Deals From £6 A Month
www.comparethemarket.com/ v

% % % % % Rating for comparethemarket.com: 4.9 - 582 reviews

Compare & Buy Life Insurance With Us Today & Save With Compare The Market

Compare Top 10 Life Insurance | Peace Of Mind From £5.00 P/M
compare.reassured.co.uk/compare/life-insurance ¥

Compare The UKs Top Insurers & Get Your Free No Obligation Quote Online Now.
Compare Life Insurance - from £5.00 - From Just £5 Per Month - More v

Cheapest Life Insurance Rates | Over £200,000 from under £2 pw
www.uklifeinsurance.co.uk/ ¥

Compare the Cheapest Life Insurance Rates Online - Compare & Save. Get A Quote. Compare Rates.
Mortgage Life Insurance - Life Insurance Comparison - Critical lllness Cover - Compare Life Insurance
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And:

best playstation 2 games !, Q

All Shopping Images Videos News More Settings Tools

Video Games > PlayStation 2

Navs -
PlayStation.2 PlayStation.c

Shadow of the Grand Theft Final Fantasy X Metal Gear Resident Evil 4
Colossus Auto: San An... 2001 Solid 2: Sons ... 2005
2005 2004 2001

The 50 Best PS2 Games Ever | Complex

https://www.complex.com/pop-culture/the-50-best-ps2-games-ever/ ¥

Mar 1 2018 - The Plavetatinn 2 has heen and will alwavs he ane nf the areatest austemae of all time
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And most deadly of all... The Featured Snippet:

elon musk companies _!, Q

All

News Images Videos Books More Settings Tools

About 82,700,000 results (0.51 seconds)

According to biography.com

PAYF o » T = SolarC

— I T S

PayPal SpaceX Tesla, Inc. Tesla SolarCity

South African entrepreneur Elon Musk is known for founding Tesla Motors and
SpaceX, which launched a landmark commercial spacecraft in 2012.

Who Is Elon Musk? ...

Elon Musk's Net Worth. ...
Education. ...

PayPal. ...

Founder of SpaceX. ...
Founder & CEO of Tesla. ...
SolarCity Acquisition. ...
Elon Musk's Wives.

More items...

Elon Musk Biography - Biography
https://www.biography.com/people/elon-musk-20837159
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(More on that in Chapter 3)

In fact, one industry study found that organic CTR on mobile
search is down 41.4% since 2015.

Mobile Organic vs. Paid CTR, Google US
(Nov. 2015 - Feb. 2018)

80.00%
70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
40.00%
3000%
20.00%

10.00%

0.00%
Nov, 2015 May, 2016 Nov, 2016 May, 2017 Oct, 2017 Feb, 2018

m Mobile Organic CTR ~ mMobile Paid CTR
Data via Zijumpshof Compiled by Rand Fishkin Spal’kToV"'

It’s no secret why: Google is crowding out the organic search
results with Answer Boxes, Ads, Carousels, “People also ask”
sections, and more.

And to stand out in the SERPs, your result needs to scream “click
on me!”... or else it’'ll be ignored.
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This video will help you boost your CTR using what | call “The
Click Magnet Method”:

.‘!""

How to Get More Organic Traffic (FAST)

MORE & C ,]
ORGANIC mo\

TRAFFIC ALY,
(FAST) |

e
<
=
G
<
(01]
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Chapter 3

Rank Content In The
Featured Snippet

_________________
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According to SEMrush, 11.3% of all search

results now have a Featured Snippet.

And yes: Featured Snippets are stealing A
LOT of clicks from the #1 spot.

(As | like to say: “#0 is the new #1”)

The question is:

How do you get your content to appear in
the Featured Snippet?

Well, that’s what this chapter is all about.

BACKLINKO.COM
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First, find Featured Snippet
opportunities

Your first step is to find:

1. Keywords that you already rank for
2. Keywords that have a Featured Snippet

Why is it important to focus on keywords that you rank for
already?

99.58% of all Featured Snippets are from pages that rank on the
first page for that term.

So if you don’t already rank in the top 10, you have no chance of
getting in the Featured Snippet spot.

How do you find Featured Snippet Opportunities?

Ahrefs “Organic Keywords” report.

It shows you keywords that you rank for... that have a Featured
Snippet:
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hrefs

Site explorer

http + https v backlinko.com

More ¥

tings

Organic Keywords'

Position: 1-10 X  Volume v KD v CPC v Traffic v
== 2416 & 859 Bl 313 More v

Keyword

seo tools

youtube tags

free seo tools

backlinks

free seo tools

website traffic

how to use google keyword planner
cpa marketing

youtube channel name

seo tips

how to get backlinks

2,416 keywords? Looks like

Word count v | SERP features: 1 X nclude All v | Exclude

Volume ' KD CPC Traffic 4 Position URL

12,000 79 11.00 1,485 a @ backlinko.com/seo-tools v

19,000 31 0.25 1,038 6 @ backlinko.com/hub/youtube/tags v
2,800 50 8.00 672 1 €9 @ backlinko.com/best-free-seo-tools v
8,600 73 6.00 608 412 @ backlinko.com/backlinks-guide
2,800 50 8.00 420 a 8 backlinko.com/best-free-seo-tools v

11,000 69 6.00 380 813 8 backlinko.com/increase-website-traffic v
1,900 27 5.00 300 1 69 @ backlinko.com/google-keywerd-planner v
4,800 23 12.00 294 3 @ backlinko.com/cpa-marketing v
1,500 16 0.70 260 1 #9 @ backlinko.com/hub/youtube/name v
3,600 61 7.00 243 7 @ backlinko.com/actionable-seo-tips v
1,400 60 8.00 207 3 8 backlinko.com/high-quality-backlinks v

| have some work to do.
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Next, create “Snippet Bait”

“Snippet Bait” is a 40-60 word block of content specifically
designed to rank in the Featured Snippet spot.

Why 40-60 words?
Well, SEMrush analyzed nearly 7 million Featured Snippets. And

they found that the most Featured Snippets are 40-60 words
long.

Goc gle  towman companiesin canaca & a

PARAGRAPH WORDS CHARACTERS

AVERAGE 46 272 - -
According to the Business Development Bank of Canada (BDBC),
there are 1.1 million small businesses in the country. Technically,
________ 98.2 percent of all business in Canada falls into this category, with
87 percent of all small businesses comprised of fewer than 20
loyees, Dec3, 2014
MAXIMUM 84 370 LT

‘Canadian Small Business by the Numbers - Salesforce Canada Blog

43 words long ---

Salesforce ranks 4th, but earned
the Featured Snippet.

(\“

SermirusH  GHERGICH&Co.
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For example:

| wrote short Snippet Bait definitions for every page of The
YouTube Marketing Hub.

BACKLINKC ABOUT  CONTACT  NEWSLETTER

Channel Keywords

< Watch Time Grow Your Channel >

Channel Keywords

What Are YouTube Channel Keywords?

YouTube channel keywords are terms that give YouTube information and context about
your channel. Specifically, they help YouTube understand the type of content you produce
and who your target audience is. Optimized Channel keywords can also increase the

visibility of your channel on YouTube.

BACKLINK BACKLINKO.COM
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And these helped my content rank in the Featured Snippet spot
for lots of definition keywords.

channel keywords 4§ Q

All News Images Videos Shopping More Settings Tools

About 149,000,000 results (0.47 seconds)

Channel Keywords. YouTube channel keywords are . oo
terms that give YouTube information and context

about your channel. Specifically, they help YouTube
understand the type of content you produce and who R
your target audience is. Optimized Channel keywords

can also increase the visibility of your channel on

YouTube.

YouTube Channel Keywords - Backlinko

https://backlinko.com/hub/youtube/channel-keywords

@ Aboutthisresult @ Feedback

YouTube Channel Keywords - Backlinko
https://backlinko.com/hub/youtube/channel-keywords v
Channel Keywords. YouTube channel keywords are terms that give YouTube information

PRI (PRROa U I DOt I e R e En] ROTGutny U o FInrt St | ROty | Lo Cunt] R T U Atrim i} MOREE e i
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HubSpot takes Snippet Bait to another level.

They add little boxes to their posts that actually look like
Featured Snippets:

% What Is SEO Strategy?

Modern SEO strategy is the process of organizing a website's content by
topic, which helps search engines like Google understand a user's intent
when searching. By optimizing a web page around topics first, you can

rank well for long-tail keywords related to that topic.

BACKLINKO.COM

BACKLINKC
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Finally, format your content for other
types of Featured Snippets

Snippet Bait works best for so-called “Paragraph Snippets”.

Here’s an example:

seo strategy § Q

All News Images Videos Shopping More Settings Tools

About 140,000,000 results (0.50 seconds)

Modern SEO strategy is the process of organizing a
website's content by topic, which helps search
engines like Google understand a user's intent when
searching. By optimizing a web page around topics
first, you can rank well for long-tail keywords related to oo
that topic. Apr2,2018

How to Create an SEO Strategy for 2018 [Template Included]
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/seo-strategy

marketing b2b sem ecommerce

@ About this result M Feedback
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Even though paragraph snippets are by far the most common
type of Featured Snippet...

TYPE OF SNIPPET % OF TOTAL SNIPPETS

PARAGRAPH SNIPPETS 81.95%

LIST SNIPPETS (BULLETED AND NUMBERED)

TABLE SNIPPETS

they’re not the only one.
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If you want to rank in List Snippets...

Use H2 or H3 subheaders for every item on your list.

<H3> SUBHEADING </H3>
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Google will pull those subheaders from your content... and include
them in the Featured Snippet:

<H3> SUBHEADING </H3>

FEATURED

SNIPPET
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If you want to rank in Table Snippets...
You need to create a table that Google can easily pull data from.

For example, the content from this Table Snippet...

First Watch Prices

Item

Eggs Benedict with BLT

Eggs Benedict with Smoked Salmon
The Elevated Egg Sandwich

Farm Stand Breakfast Tacos (3 Pc.)

79 more rows

First Watch Prices - Top Restaurant Prices
https://www.toprestaurantprices.com/first-watch-prices/

BACKLINKO.COM
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...iIs pulled directly from a well-formatted table.

Egg-Sclusives

Chickichanga $9.99
Eggs Benedict Classic $10.29
Eggs Benedict Florentine $10.29
Eggs Benedict with BLT $10.29
Eggs Benedict with Smoked Salmon $12.29
The Elevated Egg Sandwich $9.29
Farm Stand Breakfast Tacos (3 Pc.) $9.79
Skillet Hash Farmhouse $10.49
Skillet Hash Parma $10.49
Skillet Hash Market $10.49
Biscuits and Turkey Sausage Gravy with Eggs $9.79

Power Bowls

So yeah, I'm just getting my feet wet with Featured Snippets.
But it’s going to be a big focus of mine in 2019.

And now it’s time for...
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TRADITIONAL PAGE-LEVEL RANKING FACTORS

In the old days, Google would analyze Q  TITLE TAG
your page’s HTML to see how many
times you used a specific keyword. O URL

(Q DESCRIPTION

In other words, they focused 100% on
your page’s content. So the Google

spider would visit your page to check if Q  HITAG
your keyword appeared in your:

* Title tag

* URL

* Image ALT text
 Description tag
* Hltag

To be fair, they still look at that stuff. But
today’s Google is MUCH smarter than it
used to be.

So instead of only measuring content,

they now focus on context. Q IMAGE ALT TEXT

SEOQ in 2019: The Definitive Gt X

& https://backlinko.com/seo-
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What do | mean?

Remember: Google’s #1 job is to show their user the BEST result.
And in most cases, the “best” result isn’t a piece of keyword-
stuffed content.

Instead, the best pages cover an entire topic in-depth.

With in-depth content, a Google searcher gets everything they
need in one place (one stop shopping).

In fact, our ranking factors study found that in-depth content
tends to rank best in Google.

CONTENT TOPIC AUTHORITY (MARKETMUSE DATA)

92
w
<
o 8
Ll
>
o
(8]
—
a 7
o)
-

GOOGLE POSITION
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How To Write Comprehensive, In-
Depth Content

So: how can you write the type of in-depth content that Google
wants to see?

First, publish content that’s at least 2,000 words. That way, you
can cover everything a Google searcher needs to know about that
topic.

In fact, our ranking factors study found that longer content (like

ultimate guides and long-form blog posts) outranked short
articles in Google:

CONTENT TOTAL WORD COUNT
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GOOGLE POSITION
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Publish Authoritative Evergreen
Content

Earlier this year BuzzSumo analyzed 100 million articles.

Buzzsumo\\ Solutions ~  Customers  Pricing Blog Resources ~

We're Hiring!

* Content Trends 2018: BuzzSumo Research
Report

By Steve Rayson on March 1, 2018

Buzzsumd

Content
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What did they find?
First, the bad news:

* The average blog post gets a grand total of FOUR total social
media shares

* Facebook traffic is down 50% since 2015

« 70% of all online content gets ZERO backlinks

* Pageviews are down across the board:

Views

The number of pageviews across blogs we host here on WordPress.com, both on subdomains and their own do%gains, or externally-hosted
blogs that use our Jetpack plugin and are part of our network.

30B

Oct 2006

Now for the good news:
Certain TYPES of content are killing it right now.

As BuzzSumo founder Steve Rayon concluded from his research:

BACKLINK BACKLINKO.COM
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“The majority of content gets zero

backlinks but authoritative research and
reference content continues to gain links.
In particular, authoritative evergreen
content consistently gains shares and
links over time.”

Lucky for me, that’s exactly the kind of content that | publish at
Backlinko.

And it works GREAT.
For example...

Earlier this year | noticed that lots of digital marketing blogs were
publishing content about mobile optimization.

BACKLINK BACKLINKO.COM
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MANQBYTE moblle@

8 Tips for Mobile
WHAT IS h S Optimization in 2018: The
; Zen of Mobile UX

# JONATHAN SILVERSTEIN / f# JANUARY 16,2018 /
M COMMENTARY, R RESPONSIVE DESIGN

| - v CEE B s
£ mwcemnc

WHY MOBILE SEO IS SO IMPORTANT

What to consider when
optimizing for mobile

eler »f mobi ortant than others

st succ v all of them. A

These posts were OK.

But | didn’t see anything that you’d call “authoritative evergreen
content”.

So | decided to create just that.
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The result?

Mobile SEQO: The Definitive Guide.

BAC K LlN KQ ABOUT CONTACT NEWSLETTER

MOBILE SEO:

The Definitive Guide

2630
shares

vy

f This new guide will show you everything

you need to know about mobile SEQO.

First, I'll show you why mobile optimization

is more important than ever.

Then, I'll help you get your website ready
for Google’s mobile-first index.

Sound good? Let’s dive right in...

| published this post in March.

Since then that post has racked up 2,630 social shares:
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And backlinks from 1.7k domains:

Backlinks '

1.72K _135

Recent 3K

Historical 3.7K BACKLINKO.COM

BACKLINKC
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Add LSI Keywords to Your Content

Once you’ve put the finishing touches on your 2,000-word
monster, add LS| keywords to it.

LS| keywords are words and phrases that are strongly associated
with your page’s topic.

For example, let’s say that you just published an article about The
Paleo Diet.

LS|l keywords would be terms like:

* Nutrition

« Caveman

* Weight loss
e Recipes

* Grains

And when Google sees these LS| keywords on your page, they
think: “Awesome! This page obviously covers this topic really well.”

How do you actually do LS| keyword research? Here are three
simple strategies:
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First, use a nifty free tool called LSI Graph.

Generate LS| Keywords That Google LOVES

Get the most profitable semantically related keywords for all your SEO & paid marketing need.

( Enter keyword to generate LS| keywords -3) GENERATE )

\/ I'm not a robot e

reCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terms

Find out why Google Loves LS| Keywords below:

Just enter your target keyword into the tool, and it’ll show you a
bunch of LSI keywords that are associated with that term:

paleo diet food list

paleo 14 day meal plan

paleo for women over 50
paleo diet menu for beginners
paleo food list pdf

paleo diet grocery list

BACKLINK‘::’ paleo grocery list for beginners BACKLINKO.COM

printable paleo diet shopping list
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Add any of these that make sense to your content.
Second, use good ol’ Google. Just search for your target keyword.

Then check out the “Searches related to...” section at the bottom
of the search results.

Searches related to paleo diet

paleo diet rules paleo diet weight loss
paleo diet definition paleo diet reviews
paleo diet food list paleo diet meal plan
paleo diet recipes paleo diet results

Go gle >

1 2 3 456 7 8 910 Next

The words in bold here are LS| keywords.

Finally, you can hack the Google Keyword Planner for LS| keyword
ideas. Here’s how:

Pop your keyword into the Google Keyword Planner. And click
“Get Started”.
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50 Find new keywords X
OB alco diet €@
GET STARTED
Then, scan the results. Many of these are LS| keywords.
paleo cookbook
paleo diet food list
paleo diet recipes
paleo diet book
paleo food list
paleo meals
caveman diet
BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM

Just like with the other strategies | showed you, sprinkle LSI
keywords from the Google Keyword Planner into your content.
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A few months ago, millions of people got
“Mobile-first indexing enabled” messages.

Which means: Google now considers the mobile
version of your site the “real” version. And this
Is the case even if someone searches from a
desktop.

This move makes sense. Today, 60% of Google
searches are from a mobile device. And mobile
searches are growing fast.

Even though Google’s Mobile-first index isn’t live
for everybody yet, it’s rolling out as we speak. So
whether you got the heads up from Google yet or
not, it’s time to get ready.

BACKLINKO.COM
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How to Optimize for Google’s Mobile-
First Index: 3 Simple Steps

1. Make Your Content Consistent Across Desktop and
Mobile

You know how sometimes people hide content on the mobile
version of their page?

Here’s an example:

Accordion Display

& Why use expandable accordion display?

An accordion menu is a vertically stacked list of headers that can be clicked to reveal or
hide content associated with them. It is one of many ways you can expose content to
users in a progressive manner. Allowing people to have control over the content by
expanding it or deferring it for later lets them decide what to read and what to ignore.

Is there certain content that is best suited for expandable accordion display?

Well, that’s a BIG problem with the Mobile-first Index.

That’s because Google considers the mobile version of your page
the “true” version.
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CURRENT RESULTS MODEL - MOBILE-FIRST

“
%

Google

Google

Which means that hidden content is 100% ignored by Big G.

Yes, even though Google has said that tabs, accordions and other
features that hide content on mobile is OK...

(- Google Webmasters @ »
N @googlewmc

Mobile website Uls: Using "hamburger-
menus" and "accordions" on mobile
websites is fine.

5:18 AM - 14 Jun 2018

12 Retweets 78 Likes “y & e‘ 2 . 9" 9 e @

QO 6 1 12 QO 78
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55 ..one recent industry study found that “hidden content appears to
be devalued in mobile-first index.”:

content hidden behind tabs and accordions remains devalued.

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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For example, when you visit this post on
the Backlinko blog from an iPhone, you
get the same high-quality content that
desktop users get.

As you can see, there’s nothing hidden
behind buttons, menus, or expandable
sections.

The Ultimate SEO
Audit [Works GREAT in
2018]

by Brian Dean ® Last updated Sep. 18,
2018

Today I'm going to show you exactly how
to do an SEO audit.

In fact, this is the same process that’s
helped me grow my organic traffic 74.8%
over the last year.

Aug 19,2018 - Sep 17,2018: @ Users
Aug 19,2017 - Sep 17, 2017: & Users

10,000
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2. Move From m. to Responsive Design

Do you have a mobile “M.” version of your site? Google
recommends switching over to responsive design.

So do I.

3. Make Sure Your Site Kicks Butt On Mobile

| see lots of sites that technically work on a phone or tablet. But
they’re a huge pain to actually use.

As | talked about in Chapter 1, RankBrain closely measures how
Google users interact with your site.

And if peeps have a hard time using your site with their phone,
they’re going to hit their “back” button without thinking twice.

How do you know if your site is legit mobile friendly?
| recommend checking out the nifty Mobile-Friendly Test tool from

Google. Just enter a URL into it, and the tool will let you know if
your site is mobile-friendly:
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https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly

Mobile-Friendly Test

®

https://backlinko.com/seo-techniques

Page loading issues VIEW DETAILS SCREENSHOT SOURCE CODE

Tested on: Oct 8, 2018 at 12:35 PM

Page is mobile friendly BACKLINKO

This page is easy to use on a mobile device

21 Actionable SEO
Techniques That Work

Additional resources

(=]
*

<

GREAT in 2018
[ Y

Open site-wide mobile usability report

Learn more about mobile-friendly pages ’ [

Post comments or questions to our discussion group

21 SEO

Privacy

TECHNIQUES

Want more traffic from Google?

Terms Then you're in the right place.

They’ll even hook you up with recommendations that you can use
to up your mobile game.

Tested on: Oct 8,2018 at 12:35 PM

Page partially loaded

Not all page resources could be loaded. This can affect how Google sees
and understands your page. Fix availability problems for any resources that
can affect how Google understands your page.

@ LEARN MORE

Details

D User agent Googlebot smartphone

¥ 280 page resources couldn't be loaded =
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You can also check out the Mobile Usability report in the Google

Search Console:

Status > Mobile Usability

[C] impressions

Pages
120

80

40

6/17/18 7/1/18 7/15/18

7/29/18

8/12/18

Last updated: 9/3/18

8/26/18
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It lets you know about pages on your site that aren’t mobile-
friendly... and how to fix them:

Status > Mobile Usability > Content wider than screen

Last updated: 9/3/18

Content wider than screen
First detected: 8/17/18 Status: Error

LEARN MORE
Done fixing? [WEMDEYINZPS

Affected pages

1

6/17/18 7/1/18 7/15/18 7/29/18 8/12/18 8/26/18
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Chapter 6

Go All-In With Video
(Or Get Left Behind)

CCCCCCCCCCCCC
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Online video is EXPLODING right now.

In fact, according to Cisco, online video will make
up 80% of all online traffic by 2021.

80%!

And that may still not satiate the world’s demand
for video.

Despite the fact that there are more videos out
there than ever, HubSpot states that 43% of
people want to see MORE video content.

In short:
If you’re not creating video content, you’re

missing out. Here’s how to take advantage of
video’s SEO benefits in 2019:

BACKLINKO.COM
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Tap Into YouTube

YouTube is already the world’s 2nd largest search engine.

(In fact, according to a study by JumpShot and Moz founder Rand
Fishkin, YouTube’s search engine is 2x more popular than Bing)

SEARCH ENGINE POPULARITY

YOUTUBE

And like any online video platform, it’s growing fast (The
Huffington Post reports that the amount of time that people
spend on YouTube is up 60% compared to last year).

In short, more and more people are searching for stuff on
YouTube... and skipping Google altogether.

So if you want to get more traffic from SEO in 2019, | recommend
creating and optimizing content specifically for YouTube
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https://sparktoro.com/blog/new-jumpshot-2018-data-where-searches-happen-on-the-web-google-amazon-facebook-beyond/
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/sacha-devoretz/top-reasons-why-video-is-key_b_9295430.html

It’s a search engine that’s too big to ignore.

The best part? Most marketers are too lazy to make videos. So
it’s pretty easy to get your videos seen (assuming you know what
you’re doing).

For example, my channel has 25 total videos. And those 25 videos
generate over 200k views per month.

OVERVIEW REACH VIEWERS INTEREST VIEWERS BUILD AN AUDIENCE
Watch time (minutes) Views Subscribers
957.2K 200.6K +7.7K

1t 7% 1t 6% T 1%



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

(And as you might expect, a good chunk of those viewers turn
into website visitors, leads and customers).

It gets better: when you publish SEO-optimized YouTube videos,
you’ll own more Google real estate.

Why? Well, for starters: 55% of all Google search results contain at
least one video.

ALL GOOGLE SEARCHES

WITH VIDEO

WITHOUT VIDEO
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(And almost all of those videos are from YouTube).

Here’s an example of what | mean:

youtube seo 4 Q

All News Videos Images Shopping More Settings Tools

About 206,000,000 results (0.39 seconds)

YouTube SEQ: How to Rank YouTube Videos in 2018 - Backlinko
https://backlinko.com/how-to-rank-youtube-videos

Feb 20, 2018 - Wondering how to rank videos in YouTube and Google? In this post | show you my step-
by-step YouTube SEO plan.

Videos
S HOW TO RANK S YOUTUBE SEO: |
z LIMB =y <o -
S (FASTY) HE GOOGLE ghse
Q . :
C > RANKINGS ,
o 19:40 N8
Video SEQ - How to SEO For Beginners: YouTube SEQ: 9 >
Rank #1 in YouTube Climb the Google Actionable Tips for
(Fast!) Rankings (2018 Ranking Videos (2018)

Tutorial)



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

And considering that Google owns
YouTube, expect even MORE YouTube
videos in the search results in 2019.

In fact, Google has started to blend
YouTube results into Google Image
search:

Q @ cute cats c

= Google

cute cats X

ALL IMAGES VIDEOS SHOPPING NEWS

Latest GIF HD @ Product ([ D

gif dogs wallpaper kittens cute kitten

> 4.05

Cute Cats — Cutest Kitten v Best ...
youtube.com
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And use massive “Video Featured Snippets” to answer people’s
guestions:

how to seo tutorial § Q

All Videos News Images Shopping More Settings Tools

About 120,000,000 results (0.46 seconds)

| SEQ TUTORIAL

(FOR 2018)/@ w
ol

—

Suggested clip - 106 seconds

Advanced Step-By-Step SEO Tutorial (2018) - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9x3IkU8eaw
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Embed Video Content Into Text-Based
Blog Posts

If people want to see more video, why not give it to them?

That’s why | recommend embedding video content into your blog
posts. In my experience, this can give you a serious dwell time
boost.

Here’s an example of this in action:

Then, optimize your page with the strategies in this video.

On Page SEO - 9 Actionable Techniques That Work

20 ON-PAGE SEO bl
(9 POWERFUL .ﬁw
TECHNIQUEZ

-
‘Q

4
<
-
o
<
(a1]

Now:

If you're REALLY pressed for time and don’t have time to implement everything from the
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Chapter 7

Optimize for Voice Search

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Is voice search “the next big thing” in SEO? It
certainly looks like it.

For example, check out these eyebrow-raising
facts:

* 41% of adults perform at least one voice search
every day (source)

* Voice searches performed in Google are up 35x
since 2008 (source)

« 20% of all searches on mobile are voice
searches (source)

Knowing that, smart SEOs are starting to
optimize some of their content for voice search.

Including me.

BACKLINKO.COM
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https://searchenginewatch.com/2016/06/03/what-does-meekers-internet-trends-report-tell-us-about-voice-search/
https://searchengineland.com/google-reveals-20-percent-queries-voice-queries-249917
https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

How to Optimize for Voice Search

In early 2018 we conducted the largest voice search SEO study to

date.

BACKLINKG ABOUT CONTACT NEWSLETTER

We Analyzed 10,000 Google Home
Results. Here’s What We Learned
About Voice Search SEO

@ by Brian Dean @ Last updated Feb. 28, 2018

10,000 Results

Voice Search Ranking

Factors Study

We analyzed 10,000 Google Home search results to answer the question:

How do you optimize your site for voice search?

Here’s what we found:
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1. First, your content needs to rank high in the search
results.

We found that Google tended to source voice search answers
from content that ranked in the top 3 search results:

WHERE VOICE SEARCH RESULTS TEND TO RANK

(IN DESKTOP SEARCH)

2.95%  519%

1.71%  0.96% 0.69%

Position In Google Search Results
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2. Next, it helps A LOT if your content appears in a
Featured Snippet, like this:

channel description $ Q

All News Images Videos Shopping More Settings Tools

About 149,000,000 results (0.47 seconds)

A Channel Description (also known as a “YouTube -
About Page”) is a brief outline of what type of content
you publish on your channel. It appears on your
Channel Page and in YouTube's search results. ... Also,
using keywords in your Channel Description can help
your channel's YouTube SEO.

Channel Description - Backlinko
https://backlinko.com/hub/youtube/channel-description

@ Aboutthisresult ¥ Feedback

Write smart descriptions - YouTube
https://creatoracademy.youtube.com/page/lesson/descriptions ~

And writing descriptions with keywords can help viewers find your videos more ... You can even create a
default description that autopopulates key channel ...

Google’s algorithm has already put together a convenient little
snippet.

So it makes sense that they would use that snippet in their voice
search results.
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In fact, our data revealed that 4 out of 10 voice search results
come directly from a Featured Snippet.

VOICE SEARCH RESULTS FROM FEATURED SNIPPET

40.7%

3. Finally, include a question (and answer) in your
content.

The vast majority of voice searches are question based (“How do |
do a pullup?” or “Who starred in Shawshank Redemption”?).
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When that happens, Google usually picks a page that contains a)
the question and b) the answer.

For example:

When | search for:

"How do weather satellites work”
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| get this answer:

Here's a summary from the
website weatherquestions.com:
Weather satellites carry
instruments called radiometers
that scan the Earth to form

images. The first is a

"geostationary"” orbit, with the

satellite at a very high
altitude and orbiting
over the equator at the
same rate that the

Earth turns.

BACKLINKO.COM
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And when | go to the actual page, | see that the content includes
my question and a short answer:

e

Local Weather Forecast Maps Severe Weather Satellite & Radar

POLAR

Weather
Satellite
Orbits

How do weather satellites work?

Weather satellites carry instruments called radiometers (not cameras) that scan the Earth
to form images.

The first is a "geostationary™
orbit, with the satellite at a very high altitude (about 22,500 miles) and orbiting over the
equator at the same rate that the Earth turns.
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Just what Google’s voice search algorithm wants to see.

In fact, that’s one of the main reasons that FAQ pages are GREAT
for voice search SEO:

RESULTS WHICH ARE FAQ PAGES

2.68%

Voice Search Results

1.54%

Desktop Results

Very cool.
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Chapter 8
Don’t Forget: Content and
Links Are Key

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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With all that said...SEO is still all about content
and links.
Without amazing content, you’ll never get links.

And without link building, you won’t crack the
first page.

Also, if you’re not on Google’s first page,
RankBrain, Voice Search and the Mobile-first

algorithm won’t matter.

Those only come into play once you already rank
on page 1.

BACKLINKO.COM
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In fact, Google recently came out and said that content and links
are their #1 and #2 ranking factors:

Now we know: Here are Google’s top 3
search ranking factors

Google's Andrey Lipattsev reveals links, content and RankBrain are the top three
ranking signals in Google's search algorithm.

artz on March 24, 2(

And when we analyzed 1 million Google search results, we found
that the number of sites linking to a page correlated with rankings
more than anything else.
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GOOGLE POSITION

In short, quality content and links will still be the foundation of
SEO in 2019.

And once you have a handle on that, it’s time to optimize your site
for the new SEO trends that | outlined in this guide.
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Bonus Chapter

Quick Tips for SEO Iin 2019

e i
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In this chapter I'll show you a few quick win
tactics that will work especially well in 2019.

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Improve Your Site’s E-A-T

On August 1Ist, Google rolled out a new “core update” to their
algorithm.

#™ Google SearchLiaison &

@searchliaison

This week we released a broad core
algorithm update, as we do several times per
year. Our guidance about such updates
remains the same as in March, as we

covered here:

Google SearchLiaison & @searchliaison

Each day, Google usually releases one or more changes designed to improve our
results. Some are focused around specific improvements. Some are broad changes.
Last week, we released a broad core algorithm update. We do these routinely several
times per year....

Show this thread

This update was a biggie.

(In fact, it’s the biggest change I've seen in the SERPs since
Penguin in 2012).
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There are 2 really interesting things about this update.
Thing #1: This update HAMMERED certain sites in the health niche.

Here’s an example:

Organic Research: draxe.com ¢ =

Database: M8 United States v | Device: [J Desktop v | Date: Oct7,2018 v | Currency: USD

Overview Positions Position Changes  Competitors Pages Subdomains

Keywords Traffic Traffic Cost 1 Branded Traffic i Non-Branded Traffic
942K 391 3.6M sss% $3.3M sesn 130K 0.12% 3.5M 5784
Estimated Traffic @ Notes M 6M W w
e ——
/ e
_—
G G * * G (3 * . . s G

So even though this was a “broad” and “core” algorithm update,
health sites really felt the heat.
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In fact, one small survey found that 41.5% of sites hit by this
update were in the health niche:

VERTICALS AFFECTED BY GOOGLE MEDIC UPDATE

OTHER

ADULT

7
. 144
——= COUPON/DEAL
HEALTH INSURANCE
41.5% DIRECTORY
/ 3.5% TRAVEL

3.8% ENTERTAINMENT

59% TECHNOLOGY

7.3% FINANCE

10.8% BUSINESS

16.0% E-COMMERCE

(Compared to only 5.9% in the tech space. And 3.5% of sites in the
travel niche).
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Thing #2: Google updated their Quality Rater Guidelines right
before this update.

On July 20th Google released their new Quality Rater Guidelines.

General Guidelines July 20, 2018

General Guidelines Overview
0.0 Introduction to Search Quality Rating
0.1 The Purpose of Search Quality Rating
0.2 Raters Must Represent the User
0.3 Browser Requirements
0.4 Ad Blocking Extensions
0.5 Internet Safety Information

Part 1: Page Quality Rating Guideline
1.0 Introduction to Page Quality Rating
2.0 Understanding Webpages and Websites
2.1 Important Definitions
2.2 What is the Purpose of a Webpage?
2.3 Your Money or Your Life (YMYL) Pages
2.4 Understanding Webpage Content
2.4.1 Identifying the Main Content (MC) 9
2.4.2 |dentifying the Supplementary Content (SC) 10
2.4.3 Identifying Advertisements/Monetization (Ads) 10
2.4.4 Summary of the Parts of the Page 1
2.5 Understanding the Website "
2.5.1 Finding the Homepage "
2.5.2 Finding Who is Responsible for the Website and Who Created the Content on the Page 13
2.5.3 Finding About Us, Contact Information, and Customer Service Information 13
2.6 Reputation of the Website or Creator of the Main Content 14

© © o N ~NSN~N OO0 000 o n

This document was pretty much the same as last year... with one
major change:

A focus on E-A-T.

(Expertise, Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness)
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3.2 Expertise, Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness (E-A-T)

Remember that the first step of PQ rating is to understand the true purpose of the page. Websites or pages without some
sort of beneficial purpose, including pages that are created with no attempt to help users, or pages that potentially spread
hate, cause harm, or misinform or deceive users, should receive the Lowest rating.

For all other pages that have a beneficial purpose, the amount of expertise, authoritativeness, and trustworthiness (E-A-T)
is very important. Please consider:

e The expertise of the creator of the MC.

e The authoritativeness of the creator of the MC, the MC itself, and the website.
e The trustworthiness of the creator of the MC, the MC itself, and the website.

Keep in mind that there are high E-A-T pages and websites of all types, even gossip websites, fashion websites, humor
websites, forum and Q&A pages, etc. In fact, some types of information are found almost exclusively on forums and
discussions, where a community of experts can provide valuable perspectives on specific topics.

o High E-A-T medical advice should be written or produced by people or organizations with appropriate medical
Copyright 2018 18
To be clear:
E-A-T has been a part of the guidelines for years.
But there was a new emphasis on E-A-T this year.
(Probably to train their raters for this update).
Here’s how to bump up your site’s E-A-T.
First, be an expert (or hire one).

If you hire random freelancers to write your content, you’re in
trouble.

That’s because Google wants to feature content written by
experts.
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2.6 Reputation of the Website or Creator of the Main Content

A website's reputation is based on the experience of real users, as well as the opinion of people who are experts in the
topic of the website. Keep in mind that websites often represent real companies, organizations, and other entities.
Therefore, reputation research applies to both the website and the actual company, organization, or entity that the website
is representing.

A website's reputation can also help you understand what a website is best known for, and as a result how well it
accomplishes its purpose. For example, newspapers may be known for high quality, independent investigative reporting
while satire websites may be known for their humor.

Many websites are eager to tell users how great they are. Some webmasters have read these rating guidelines and write
“reviews” on various review websites. But for Page Quality rating, you must also look for outside, independent reputation
information about the website. When the website says one thing about itself, but reputable external sources disagree with
what the website says, trust the external sources.

Your job is to truly evaluate the Page Quality of the site, not just blindly accept information on one or two pages of the
website. Be skeptical of claims that websites make about themselves.

Copyright 2018 14

This is tough to fake.

In fact, Google might be using a form of Google Authorship to
figure out whether or not an author is an expert in that space.
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SEJ SEO~ PPC~ CONTENT SOCIAL~ NEWS~ ADVERTISE MORE~

m
Why Author Reputation Matters More

Than Ever for Search

Next, be transparent.

Google probably focuses on off-site signals to figure out your
site’s E-A-T.

That said:

The rater guidelines spend a lot of time on evaluating the site
itself.
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For example, the guidelines point out that:

“We expect most websites to have
some information about who (e.g., what

individual,company, business, foundation,
etc.) is responsible for the website and

who created the [content], as well as
some contact information.”

This means having:

* Thorough about page

 Easy to find contact page

* References and external links to sources
* Privacy policy and terms of service
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Create Visual Content (Especially
“Embeddable Images”)

Just like video, visual content is growing fast.

In fact, a recent poll found that 37% of marketers stated that
visual marketing was the most important form of content for their
business.

And thanks to social media sites like Pinterest and Instagram,
visual content should continue to see growth in 2019.

How can you take advantage of this trend?

Create more visual content... especially “Embeddable Images”.

In my experience, “Embeddable Images” can do just as well as a
fancy infographic...if not better.

(Embeddable Images are images that are easy for other sites to
embed into their content. When they do, they’ll usually link back
to you).

For example, here’s a simple visual that | included in one of my
guides:
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RANKBRAIN

Testing new algorithm.-. =

ent

implemented-

It’s nice...but pretty simple.

Even so, people LOVE embedding this image in their content:

RANKBRAIN

Testing new algorithm-..

Implementing

tisfaction
of 7.92%.

e implemented-

Image via Backlinko

And because of that, that single Embeddable Image has
generated a handful of high-quality backlinks to my site.
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Publish Unique Data

Bloggers and journalists LOVE unique data.

And if you can hook them up with a stat, a survey, or an industry
study, they’ll throw links at your feet like rose petals.

For example, last year we published this study of YouTube ranking
factors:

BACKLINKC ABOUT  CONTACT  SEO HACKS

We Analyzed 1.3 Million YouTube
Videos. Here’s What We Learned
About YouTube SEO

@ by Brian Dean O Last updated Feb. 28, 2017

1 Million Videos

YouTube Ranking
Factors Study

We analyzed 1.3 million YouTube videos to better understand how YouTube’s search

engine works.
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This content contains has lots of data that people can cite (like
the fact that the average video on the first page of YouTube is
nearly 15 minutes).

And cite they do! This page has racked up backlinks from over
340 different domains in a little over a year:

Referring domains

342

Recent 403
Historical 552

And brought in a boatload of search traffic.
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Encourage Comments on Your Site

Do blog comments help your rankings?
The answer seems to be: “YES!”.

In fact, Google stated that community (blog comments) can help
“a lot” with rankings.

e

-.3\‘ s A“"Q

SEARCH
ENGINE

ROUNDTABLE

Google: Community Through Comments
Help A Lot With Ranking

Apr 27,2016 = 7:53 am | =7 (15)
by Barry Schwartz | [f§ | Filed Under Google Search Engine Optimization

;' -";:4’.‘. ;5_
e ¥

Gary Illyes from Google said on Twitter that having a thriving community helps with
rankings. He said "a healthy, thriving community on a site, that can help a lot" when it
comes to Google rankings.

Here is the set of tweets in context:
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And last year Google said that “Comments are better on-site for
engagement signals for SEO than moving to social.”

“Comments are better on-site for
engagement signals for SEO than moving
to social.”

-Gary lllyes

In other words, Google wants to see that you have an active
community on your site. And they’re likely to pay even more
attention to this ranking signal in 2019.
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Prune Zombie Pages

This is one of the few SEQO technigues that seems to ALWAYS
work.

I'll explain...

Every site has pages that provide zero value.

(aka “Zombie Pages”)

EXAMPLES OF ZOMBIE PAGES

OUTDATED BLOG POSTS ARCHIVE PAGES

LOW-PERFORMING PRODUCT PAGES DUPLICATE CONTENT

WORDPRESS CATEGORY AND TAG PAGES THIN CONTENT

OLD PRESS RELEASES BOILERPLATE CONTENT

LOW-QUALITY BLOG POSTS OLD SERVICES PAGES

To be clear: A handful of Zombie Pages is no big deal.

But when you have hundreds or thousands of Zombie Pages?

It can drag down your entire site’s SEO.
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For example:

Joe Robinson is a Backlinko reader that runs the digital marketing
agency, Kazu.

And Joe noticed that one of his clients had 76 thin, low-quality
articles on their site:

Q) SARAI TECHNOIOGY  sor sr moms smmsr s

logy VPN Routers?

Home : Troubleshoot Tuesday: What dev work with

TROUBLESHOOT TUESDAY: WHAT DEVICES WORK WITH SABAl  pecent posts
TECHNOLOGY VPN ROUTERS? —

Posted on January 14, 2015 [ share [ @5hars |

What devices can Sabai Technology's Technical support team help me set up?

» Choosing a VPN Provider
» Meet the New Routers!

» VPN Router Comparison
We would like to think that our support team can set up all of your devices and make them work flawlessly with your Sabai VPN Router; we certainly Charts

try. Our team loves technology and each one of us love our own specific type of devices:
» Intro to VPN for Expats

» - Developer Jenis all about heavy duty streaming in HD for the BBC's coverage of any and all track and field sports.
* - Our titan of tech, Tim, loves his VPN Router for securely encrypting his data. Not to brag, but that paranoia is what "won" him the title of Supreme
Chancellor of the local 'tinfoil hat' society.

» Setting up the DAP-1320
Range Extender with your Sabai

" Technology VPN Router
* - And of course, we have toinclude our commander in speed, William. Our head honcho adores everything about the concept of access to B

knowledge. You never know what William and the development team are tinkering with, pushing themselves to discover what else our VPN Routers
are capable of doing to make VPN that much more enjoyable for consumers.

but enough about us ..

With the constant flow of new devices flooding the market there are always new, exciting technologies to experience with. But we have those tried,
tested, and trusted devices we will recommend to our customers. If you have a device that we have never tested, have no fear. There is nothing our
team loves more than to try out new technology to see if either they can break it (*cough, Tim, cough”) or to find features to make wireless VPN pure
hliss

So he consolidated some of these articles into in-depth guides...

Q SABAI TECHNOIOGY" [

SHOP  SUPPORT ~  RESOURCES v  ABOUT v

HOME ; SUPPORT ; VPN ROUTER SETUP
VPN Router Setup

For instructions on setting up your VPN Router with a specific VPN Provider please see our VPN Provider Setup Instructions

VPN Routers

VPN Accelerator

Bundles

— Click here for general instructions on How to Set up PPTP on your Sabai VPN Router. Looking for something else? Check out our FAQ & How To.
ervices

Accessories How to Set up OpenVPN on your Sabai VPN Router

All Products

DD-WRT Routers

Deals
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102 ...and deleted or forwarded the rest.

What happened next?

His client’s organic traffic increased by 16.23% in 30 days:

16.23% #

2,442vs 2,101

2,442 (100.00%)

BACKLINKO 2,101 (100.00%)
\."

BACKLINKO.COM
16.23%



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

103

BACKLINK®

And traffic continued to climb as Google removed Zombie Pages

from their index.

29.13%

2,757 vs 2,135

2,757 (100.00%)
2,135 (100.00%)

29.13%

BACKLINKO.COM
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Joe isn’t alone.
Alan Boyd emailed me a cool little case study last week.

Alan’s client is a tour company out of Palm Beach Florida.

[ §] 50 (102) G 48 (47) 2 45 (27) 45 (45)

RENTALS TOURS CHARTERS LESSONS YOGA & FITNESS ABOUT  VIDEOS CONTACT o 561-243-8938

WATERSPORTS WEST PALM BEACH | SINGER ISLAND | PEANUT ISLAND

CALL TODAY, COME PLAY ;
TODAY!

561-243-8938


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://boydmarketing.com/

And he quickly noticed that this site had 50 service pages that all
said pretty much the same thing:

Call Now

\, 1-561-243-8938
GotW

apt Wel

Home _ About Us Directions Contact Us

Foow: 3 W CALL TODAY, COME PLAY TODAY! PHOTO GALLERY

237 E. Blue Heron Blvd. F - ) +
Come fly through the crystal blue waters of sunny South Florida's

Riviera Beach, FL 33404 ) _
Atlantic Ocean or intracoastal on our brand new 2015 Yamaha \/1
Sports, 1052cc 3 seater. Take a ride by yourself or bring a friend

QOur wave runner rentals and sy with our fully

; _ LATEST NEWS
certified staff providing you with the knowledge needed to have a
safe and yable ride. Drivers must be 24 years of age with a valid vbnvbn
drive, rider has no nit. A ast 18 and over
sdfs
Hello world!
RECENT TWEETS

No tweets available at the
Jet Ski-Waverunner Jet Ski-Waverunner moment.

Rentals Tours Follow Me on Twitter
Powered by Twitter Tools

$105 per hour $95 Per Person
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So he combined the content from those 50 pages into 4 category
pages:

N % &% &500102 G % * i 48 (47) %k k& & 4.5(27) % & 4.5(45)

R A AT e . 561-243-8938

RENTALS TOURS CHARTERS LESSONS YOGA & FITNESS ABOUT CONTACT

Rentals
Jet Ski Rentals / Waverunner Rentals >
Boat Tubing / Wakeboarding / Water Skiing v
Boat Rentals v
Kayak Rentals v
Paddle Board Rentals v
Snorkel Gear Rental v
Hobie Cat Rentals v

BACKLINKO.COM

M N \_.C U
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107 And that single tactic increased their search traffic by 36.9%:

36.92% ¢

2,366 vs 1,728

2,366 (100.00%)
1,728 (100.00%)

36.92%

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Here’s one more quick example to really drive this home.

Bart runs the web design SaaS company called Readz.

LOGIN FREE TRIAL

Experience limitless

online publishing.

REQUEST DEMO

e

Back in the day, Bart would publish content just for the sake of
publishing content.
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And this bloated his site with low-quality posts, like this one:

-El 4 news&updates

| BEAL SEO

L OCAL SE

ARE LOCAL AND MOBILE SEO THE SAME THING?

Are local and mobile SEO (search engine optimization) the same thing? The very simple answer is no, they are by no means

synonymous. However, the full picture, which is essential for today’s content marketers to understand, is quite nuanced, since the

two areas are becoming increasingly intertwined.

Before we get to all that, though, what exactly do we mean by “mobile” and "local” SEO?

For a while mobile SEO was just an extension of web SEO, with best practices
(such as the proper use of heading tags) applying across all platforms. Recently,
however, the major search engines—in particular Google with its "Hummingbird”
update—have made it clear that they expect publishers to follow certain

guidelines if they want their content to rank well in mobile search.

The full scope of the Google’s mobile search best practices is broad (check out

this post from Moz for a good rundown), but a few of the highlights include:

Then, earlier this year? He deleted/consolidated 45 low-quality
blog posts.
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110 At first, his traffic dipped.

But as the algorithm kicked in, his organic traffic rapidly shot up
by 32%:

New Users

Organic Traffic

32.20%

4315vs 3,264
AL

Pretty cool.

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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Go On Podcasts

Podcasts are one of my all-time favorite ways to build links.

It’s like guest posting... without all the BS. Just show up, provide
value, and you get a sweet backlink:

From today’s episode you'll learn:

¢ how to gain valuable backlinks,

e what is a Skyscraper Technique,

¢ what are the best web architecture practices (and what web architecture is),
¢ what are the “do’s” and “don’ts” of search engine optimization.

TODAY'S GUEST

Brian created Backlinko.com in 2013 to help small business owners outrank
their big brand competitors. The site is now a thriving community that
generates over 2 million visitors every year.

And podcasting’s popularity is growing like a beanstalk. In fact, 67
million Americans listen to at least one podcast per month (that’s
up 14% vs. last year).

That means that there will be even MORE opportunities for you to
get links from podcasts in 2019.
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Want more actionable SEO content
like this? Then make sure to subscribe
to my YouTube channel right now.
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